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Amendmen ts to the Claims: 

This Usting of clatms will replace all prior versions of c.ahns in the apphcatton: 

(a) - p.otoingapluraH.yofamp.ifca.esofasect.onof.henuc.eicacidwUh 
the aid of two primers, one of which binds to a binding sequence A\ 
which is complementary to a sequence A of one strand of the nucleic acd, 
and the other binds to a binding sequence C which is located m the 3' 

direction from A and does not overlap A, 
(b). contactingtheamphficateswithaprobehavingabindingscquenceD 

which binds either to a sequence B or to the complement thereof, wheretn 
the sequence B is located between the sequences A and C, and 
( C) - detecting the formation of a specific hybrid of the amplified and probe, 
wherein the sequence located between the sequences A and C contains no 
nucleotides or less than 3 nucleotides that do not belong to the sequence 
region E formed from the binding sequence D of the probe and the 
sequence of the amplificate bound thereto and the ampHficates are shorter 
100 nucleotides. 

2 . (Previous.y Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the binding sequence D of the 
probe overlaps one or both binding sequences of the primers. 

3 (PreviouslyPresen^Themethodofclaiml.whereinatleastoneofthepnmershas 
^ Lceottdestnitsnon-extendibiepartwhtchdonothyhndizewiththenucletcacdtobe 

detected or with its complement. 
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4. (PreviouslyPresentedmemethodofclaim 1. where, at .east one of the pnmers or 
probe is not specific for the nucleic acid to be detected. 

5 . (Pr eviousl y Prese n .ed)The m ethodofc 1 ai m .,wherein,heto,anen g thofthea roP .if 1 ca,e 
does not exceed 74 nucleotides. 

6 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein a. least one of the primers is 
immobilizably-labeled and the probe is detectably-labeled. 

7 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein at least one of the primers is 
detectably-labeled and .he probe is immobilizably-labeled or is immobilized. 

8 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the probe is labeled with a 

fluorescence quencher as well as with a fluorescent dye. 
9 (P r evious,yPresen«ed)The m e,hodofc,airn,.wherei„one„f.heprimersislabe,edwi,h 
' a first energy transfer component and the probe is labeled with a second energy transfer 
component which is different from the first energy transfer component. 

,0. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the amp.ificate is detected by 

physical and/or spectroscopic methods. 
„. (P r evious,yPresen«ed)Theme«hodofcla,m.,wherei»a,leas,oneof.hepnmersisnot 

specific for the nucleic acid to be detected. 

n . (P—v Presented) The method of claim 11. wherein two of the primers are no, 
specific for the nucleic acid to be detected. 
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I3 . ( p re vious ly P t ese„ t ed)Then 1 e t hodofc,a im n,whe rei nthep r o b e i sno, S peci fi cfo rt he 
nucleic acid to be detected. 

14 ( P r evious, y P r ese„ted)The m e«ho d ofc,ai ml ,whe r e 1 „nuc 1 eo ti deswhi C ha re eac h 
complementary to A, G, C and T are used in the amplified. 

15 (Cm e„, ly a m ended)Theme^ 

amplifies *e j, detected by means of mass spectroscopy. 



16-25. (Cancelled) 
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